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PETITION REQUESTING WITHDRAWAL OF THE HOLDING OF 
ABANDONMENT OF A PATENT APPLICATI ON UNDER .17 C.F.R. S lASUtki 

TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS, 
SIR: 

Applicants petition to request withdrawal of the holding of abandonment in the above- 
referenced patent application. A Notice of Abandonment dated November 3, 2003 was sent to 
inform Applicants that the application has been abandoned for failure to timely file a proper 
response to the Office Action dated March 17, 2003, and that the proposed response to that 
communication, which was filed on June 16, 2003, was never received. 

As demonstrated in the following paragraphs and in view of the enclosures, Applicants 
timely submitted an Amendment A via facsimile on June 16, 2003, and then resubmitted the 
Amendment A via facsimile on July 30, 2003. Accordingly, the Notice of Abandonment was 
issued in error and the holding of abandonment must be withdrawn and examination resumed. 
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A. STATEMENT OF FACTS AND REQUEST FOR WITHDRAWAL OF HOLDING 
OF ABANDONMENT 

The following facts are based on a reasonable and diligent investigation of the 
circumstances leading to the issuance of the Notice of Abandonment, 

L On March 17, 2003, The Office mailed and the Applicants received a Non-final Office 
Action setting a shortened statutory period of three months for reply. 

2. On June 1 6, 2003, Applicants submitted an Amendment A in response to the Office 
Action via facsimile. 

3. On July 30, 2003, Applicants checked PAIR and noticed that the Amendment A had not 
been entered, 

4. On July 30, 2003, Applicants resubmitted the Amendment A via facsimile. 

5. On November 3, 2003, The Office mailed and the Applicants received a Notification of 
Abandonment for failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office Action mailed on March 17, 
2003. 

6. The present Petition Requesting Withdrawal of the Holding of Abandonment of a Patent 
Application Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 SI is being filed less than two months after learning of the 
Notice of Abandonment. 

7. In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that the Notice of Abandonment 
was issued in error, and that the application has never been abandoned. 

8. Applicants believe a petition fee is not required. Nonetheless, the Office is directed to 
charge any required fee to Deposit Account No. 19-1345, 
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B. Summary 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that the Office must withdraw 
the holding of abandonment reflected in the Notice of Abandonment. Applicants further request 
that the Office enter the Amendment A and thai the Amendment A be accorded its actual filing 
date of June 16,2003. 

The Office is invited to contact the undersigned should any issues remain. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency or overpayment of the 
required fee to Deposit Account No. 1 9-1 345. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Christopher M. Goff, Reg. No. 41,785 
SENNIGER, POWERS, LEAVITT & ROEDEL 
One Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
(314)231-5400 




CMG/JMB/dmt 

Via Facsimile (703) 872-9309 



* Enclosures 
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